THE ATTACK IN LIBYA

A STATEMENT TO THE HOUSE OF COMMONS
NOVEMBER 20, 1941

November 20. Communique from Cairo announced that British
troops seeking to link up with Tobruk bad reached
to within ten miles of the perimeter defences of the
city.

[November 20, 1941.
THE House will, I am sure, have been interested to learn from
the Cairo communique that an offensive against the German
and Italian armies on the Libyan front has begun. This offensive
has been long and elaborately prepared, and we have waited for
nearly five months in order that our Army might be well equipped
with all those weapons which have made their mark in this new
war. There is nothing in the world quite like the war conditions
prevailing in the Libyan desert, in which swift and far-ranging
movements are only possible by an extraordinary use of armour,
air-power and mechanization. The conditions are in many respects
like those of sea war. The principal units involved keep wireless
silence while preparing or making their rapid and extensive move-
ments. The encounter, when it is achieved, is like a clash of fleets
or flotillas, and, as in a sea battle, all may be settled one way or
the-other in the course of perhaps two hours. If, in this case,
the enemy armour is destroyed or seriously defeated, and his air
power is dominated, the plight of his infantry, and artillery, crowded
in the coastal regions, would evidently become serious in some
respects.
The object of the British and Empire offensive is not so much
the occupation of this or that locality as the destruction of the
army, and primarily of the armoured forces, of the enemy. For
this purpose the Army of the Western Desert took up its pre-
liminary stations on a broad front from the sea to the Giaraut
oasis, and all was in readiness by nightfall dn the I7th., At dawn
on the 18th the general advance began. Very heavy and exceptional
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